BEITISH EMPIRE IN INDIA*                   0
Chittagong colloetorato shewed that it had been CHAP,XXVI.
long included within tho British province, had been
at variowH poriodn surveyed and measured by British
officers, and during tho preceding thirty years had
boon wpoatodly held by persons under deeds from
tho Hritinh collector'** office. It lay on the British
Bides of tho main channel of the Naf river* the ac-
knowledged boundary of tho two states; was sepa-
rated from tho main hmd of the district of Chitta-
gong only by a narrow and shallow channel, fordable
at low water, and might not improperly be consi-^
dorod aft a continuation of that land* It is obsorv-
able, abo, that tho BritiBh government was willing
to acctulo to an inquiry, and oven proposed that
oommiHHionorH slumld bo appointed on the part of
each government to mako an invostlgation. In the
meantuttCi howovor, it wits doomed necessary to re-
occupy tho islaudt and a force sufficient for the
purpose waB lamloU ami stockaded- To give the
BurinoAO government room for ropontatico and ex-
planation, a clonpatch wan forwarded, in which it
was ajsBumod that the occupation of Shapooreo was
the unauthorised act of tho local authorities, which
would be disavowed by the Burmese monarch, and
exemplary punishment inflicted upon the perpe*
tmtors* Had it imited tho Burmese prince to have
acted upon this suggestion, the sacrifice of Ms
aganti would have proved no impediment to its
adoption; but tho ovarwaemng pride of the court
of AYS interpreted the despatch into an acknow-